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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

In response to the Non-responsive amendment filed 01 September 2005 wherein applicant 
submits drawing corrections and claims 2-23 are pending in this application. 



Drawings 

1. The drawings were received on 13 September 2005. These drawings are accepted. 

Specification 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they 
include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the description: The description of 
NEW figure 3 is missing in the description. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121(d), or amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment 
of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. 
Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes 
are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent ma\ not he obtained though the invention is not identicalh diselosed or deserihed as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the in\ ention was made to a person ha\ ing ordinan 
skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Carlson (US 
7,260,834) in view of Raverdy et al. (US 2002/006831). 

Regarding claim 2, Carlson discloses a network of gaming machines comprising: encrypting a 
server-initiated message on the network at a server (col. 6, lines 45-54; where server may encrypt a 
message to be sent to a gaming machine)); transmitting the message to one of the gaming machines 
to establish communications with the gaming machine (col. 6, lines 45 - col. 7, line 34; wherein the 
message is received by the gaming machine to establish communication); decrypting the message at 
the gaming machine (col. 6, lines 45 - col. 7, line 34; wherein the message from the server is 
decrypted by the gaming machine). Carlson is silent in regards to paying an award responsive to the 
message. 

Raverdy et al. (hereafter Raverdy) teaches a network of gaming machine in communication 
between selected participants in a game that is supported by a game server. The server awards game 
participants according to predetermined award criteria. The awards are generated and encrypted then 
the awards are transmitted to the appropriate gaming devices from the server. By having awards or 
messages encrypted and sent to the proper user devices, one of ordinary skill in the art would 
provide a secure transmission of information over a network using various cryptograph techniques. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Carlson to include operating upon the message of paying an award as 
taught by Raverdy to provide a secure transmission of information over a network using various 
cryptograph techniques. 

Regarding claims 3 and 13, Carlson discloses wherein the encrypting the message and 
decrypting the message is accomplished with a private key pair (col. 3, lines 33-41). 

Regarding claims 4 and 14, Carlson discloses wherein encrypting the message comprises 
signing the message (col. 8, lines 11-40). 

Regarding claims 5 and 15, Carlson discloses wherein encrypting the message comprises 
verifying the message (col. 8, lines 11-40). 

Regarding claims 6 and 16, Carlson discloses wherein encrypting the message comprises 
both signing and verifying the message (col. 8, lines 11-40). 

Regarding claims 7 and 17, Carlson discloses wherein the method further comprises 
periodically changing the private key pair (col. 3, lines 33-41). 

Regarding claims 8 and 18, Carlson discloses wherein the method further comprises 
identifying the key pair that encrypted the message (col. 3, lines 33-41). 

Regarding claims 9 and 19, Carlson discloses wherein identifying the key pair comprises 
associating a session number with each key pair (summary; wherein the session key is similar to a 
time stamp). 

Regarding claim 1 0, Carlson discloses a network of gaming machines comprising: 
establishing a first key at a first node associated with a gaming machine (figure 1 and col. 6, lines 45 
- col. 7, line 34; wherein a first node having a first key shown); establishing a second key at a second 
node on the network remote from the gaming machine (figure 2 and col. 6, lines 45 - col. 7, line 34; 
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wherein a second node having a second key shown); encrypting a message at the second node (col. 
6, lines 45 - col. 7, line 34; wherein the message is decrypted by the second node); transmitting the 
message to the first node as a first communication between the first and second node (col. 6, lines 
45 - col. 7, line 34; wherein the message is communicated between the first and second node); and 
decrypting the message at the second node (col. 6, lines 45 - col. 7, line 34). 

Regarding claim 1 1, Carlson discloses wherein the message originates at the first node and 
includes data indicating an amount played at the gaming machine (col. 4, lines 5-59; wherein 
messages from one node to another may contain secured information such as player credit card 
information, player wagering information and casino pay out information). 

Regarding claim 12, Carlson discloses wherein the second node is associated with a network 
computer that receives messages from multiple gaming machines on the network, the messages, 
each including data indicating an amount played on one of the gaming machines (col. 4, lines 5-59; 
wherein messages from one node to another may contain secured information such as player credit 
card information, player wagering information and casino pay out information). 

Regarding claim 20, Carlson discloses wherein the message originates at the second node and 
includes data indicating a bonus payable at the gaming machine (col. 4, lines 5-59; wherein messages 
from one node to another may contain secured information such as player credit card information, 
player wagering information and casino pay out information). 

Regarding claim 21, Carlson discloses a network of gaming machines comprising: a first 
node associated with a gaming machine on the network (figure 1; wherein a first node shown); a 
second node located on the network remote from the first node to transmit messages and establish 
communications with the first node (figure 1 and col. 6, lines 45 - col. 7, line 34); a key pair (col. 3, 
lines 33-41), one key being associated with the first node and the other key being associated with the 
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second node (col. 6, lines 45 - col. 7, line 34); a process operable at each node to encrypt messages 
between the nodes using the key pair (col. 6, lines 45 - col. 7, line 34).; and a process operable at the 
first node to decrypt the messages from the second node (col. 6, lines 45 - col. 7, line 34). 

Regarding claim 22, Carlson discloses wherein the key pair comprises a private key pair 
(summary). 

Regarding claim 23, Carlson discloses wherein the key pairs are periodically changed and 
wherein the network further comprises a process operable to identify each key pair (summary). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2-23 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to ALEX P. RADA whose telephone number is (571)272-4452. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 09:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Peter Vo can be reached on 571-272-4690. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/A. P. R./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3714 

/Peter DungBa Vo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



